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Reason for Referral

Tama . : is a 17 year-old Afcan-American female who is being processed as a
Direct File Juvenile 'slated for Decertfication. Tamala was arested on May 23,2006 and
charged with Aggravated Assault, PiC, Simple Assault, and REAP.

Tamala : is being referred for a psychological evaluation by his attorney, Michael
J. Lovell, Esq., of the Defender Association of Philadelphia. The inormation contaied in ths
report was obtaied though interews with Tamala; her maternal great-aunt, . l;':.. .,. - : .~;
and review of School Distrct of Philadelphia records.

Famiy History

Tamala . was born to _ '" .; and . in Philadelphia, P A. . ..t
. .. ated thP.Y all lived together for about four month before the relationship ended between

he and '. . ~. . According to Aunt .. ":. ", ~': ., Tamala lived with her thereafer until the

age of thee when she retued to her mother's care. Aunt Darlene explaied she took care of
Tamala so early on because she loved her and wanted her around. Tamala then lived with her
mother until the age of nie when Tamala and her younger sibliE;s were picked up by their uncle
since their mother was.allegedly neglectig and abusing the children.

Tamala descrbed the years she lived with her mother as "terfyg" because she had to

deal with quite a bit of physical and emotional abuse under her supervsion. Tamala expressed
she had been beaten with shoes, cable cords and hangers, and, at least on one occasion, had to go
to the hospita to get stitches on her face. Furer, Tamala described her mother leavig her and
her siblings alone in their home for weeks at a tie. She stated their home was often without
heat, water or electrcity and the children were forbidden from anerig the door or phone.
Tamala went on to say she and her brothers contiued to go to school until their clothes became
too dir and it became too humliatig for them. When ased what her mother was doing durg
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those weeks, Tamala said she was told her mother was "workig with old people", but later
realed her mother was lyig to'the famly when she would retu home with new clothg and
food for herself. Finaly, afer two years of livig ths. way Tamala reached out to her uncle who
picked up the chidren and reported the incidents of physical abuse and neglect to the
Deparent of Human Serces. When asked if she was sexuay abused, Tamala averted her
gaze and did not respond. When pressed about the importance of ths inormation Tamala
contiued to ste at the floor and began cryg. She was adamant about not sharg such
inormation durg our intervew.

Once setted in her uncle and Aunt Darlene's home, Tamala began to attend therapy
though Carson Valey Communty Servces, referred by DHS. The famly received kiship care
durg ths tie. : stated he had no idea what was going on with Tamala until about

two year into her livig with Aunt Darlene. Upon fidig out, . said he tred to re-

establish his relationship with Tamala, though it was diffcult because she found it hard to trst

hi. In an effort to fid other available famly members, Aunt Darlene reached out to Tamala's
grandfather~ ..-:"', '. who was livig alone in New Jersey and had space for Tamala and

her two younger brothers. Tamala and her brothers began visitig their grandfather on Weekends
and eventuly moved to New Jersey to live with hi ~ ; .:....- said Tamala's mother found
out where the children were livig and harassed J" _ ,. ~! frequently. Tamala states her
grandfather became abusive to her brothers and all the children were then taken out of his home.
Tamala was placed with her father and stepmother. Her brothers were placed in foster homes.

~., .. .::... states DHS assisted hi in cour with gaig legal custody of Tamala and is under
,the impression he is still considered her legal guardian. Altogether, Tamala lived with
:;,~' " ..: for over a year while attendig Lindenwold High SchooL. On the last day of that school-

. year, Tamala states her mother showed up at school and conviced her to move back to
Philadelphia with her. Accordig to .: ., :, Tamala left a note for hi statig she was
rug away, but not going,t~ l1ve with her mother. ~,:';:- ;.'!~' ,::1' states Tamala's note raised a
red flag and he suspected'. . ':: had somethg to do with Tamala's disappearance. .:

;~ ;" - .'eported filig a Missing Perons Report with the New Jersey Police Deparent and
hig a private investigator, Mr. Barey, to fid Tamala Mr. Barey allegedly contacted the

Philadelphia police deparent and . . in an effort to fid inormation about Tamala's
whereabouts.

Tamala states when she retued to Philadelphia she did live with her mother. She said
she naively believed her mother had changed and stabilied her living sitution. Upon her move
back to Philadelphia Tamala held two jobs, at Burger Kig and Foot Locker. Accordig to her,
~ . .. : :C? . ~d expected her to give her a porton of her paychecks, sayig they were payig for bils

and rent even though. . ' was receivig welfare and SSr. Additionally, Tamala states her
mother would not assist her in obtag her own ban account, but attempted to have Tamala
open up an account in her name. At one point, Tamala was stayig with her mother's frend
because, agai, iparent was reportedly without electrcity and water. However,

': ... .' pulled Tamala from that home when confonterl about providig poor care for her

daughter. From there, Tamala states she lived with _ :.., ~ . until May 15, 2006 when she
went to work and moved in with Aunt , from there. Tamala says she never retued to
her mother's aparent and al of her belongigs are still there. She has had no contact with her
mother since the incident leadig to her arest.
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Educational History

Accordig to School Distrct of Philadelphia records, Tamala attended Penell
Academcs Plus School for kidergaren though second grade. Thd though fift gres were

completed at Howe Academcs Plus SchooL. From there, Tamala attended Wagner School for
the sixth though seventh grades then tranferred to Ada Lewis Middle School for the eighth
gre. Ninth grade was completed at Dobbin High SchooL. Followig the nith grade, Tamala
moved to New Jersey to live with her grdfather, then father, and attended Lindenwold High

School for the tentJ and eleventh grades. Those records were unavailable at the tie of ths

wrtig.

Tamala states she absolutely loves school and is hoping to re-enoll into school ths
comig school-year to complete her twelf grade year. Thoughout her educational career,
Tamala has eared As and Bs with an occasional C and has been placed in advanced level
classes.

Juvenile History

Tamala has no juvenle history.

Substance Abuse History

Tamala states she tred marjuan once at foureen year of age. She denies using any
other drgs.

Conclusion

Tamala ' is a 17 year-old female experencing her fit contact with the adult cour
system. Though Tamala's childhood was tuultuous and und, she found solace in attendig
school and holdig down employment to ear extr money. The Deparent of Human Servces
provided out-patient therapy and counelig to her a few year ago. Tamala's famly strongly
feels she could benefit from contiued therapy and counselig in light of the fragmented and
chaotic relationship she has with her mother. Tamala's father and other extended famly are a
signficant strengt for her and she looks forward to completig the twelft grade, earg her
high school diploma and contiuig her education at a nearby unversity. Tamala has high hopes
to study Business in college.
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REFERR
Tamala is a 17 year-old young woman who was arested May 23, 2006 and is charged
with Aggravated Assault, Possession of Intrents of a Crie, Simple Assault and
Reckless Endangerment of another Person. She is being processed as a diect file
juvenle.

A psychological evaluation was requested by her attorney~ Michael J. Lovell, Esq., of the
Philadelphia Defender Association to detere amenabilty to treatment and
consideration in a decertfication hearg.

SOURCES OF INO~TION
Intervew with Tamala and admstation of the followig psychological tests:-
8/30/2006

Wechsler Adult Intellgence Scale - Thd Edition (W AI-ll

Wechsler Individual Achievement Test- Second Edtion (WT-II
Mion Adolescent Clical Inventory (MCI)

Review of records:
Social History prepared py a Defender Association of Philadelphia social worker-
8/11/2006
Crial Complait-5/25/2006

Cour History
Member Cases Inqui

Juvenle History
Probation Offcer Note Pad-5/25/2006
Philadelphia School Distrct

New Jersêy Deparent of Education
Deparent of Human Serces
Caron Valey Communty Servces



Trancript Prelimnar Hearg-6/5/2006

Tamala was evaluated in a quiet and private room at the offces of the Defender
Association of Philadelphia. The setting was ideal for intervew and admstration of
psychological test. Tamala was told that the evaluation was at the request of her
attorney, that inormation gaied durg the assessment was not confdential and that a
report would be prepared for her attorney. Tamala consented to the evaluation and
authorized the release of a report to her attorney.

BRIF SOCIA mSTORY
Social history was gathered from the psycho-social sumar prepared by the Defender
Association social worker, a review of available records, and intervew with Tamala.

Tamala u_ . is the daughter oL" .' and~ '. ,. ~_ dld .
separated when Tamala was about four months old. Tamala lived with her

mother's aunt, ~ :' . , until she was about thee years old, when she was

retued to her mother's care. When Tamala was nie years old, she and two younger

brothers, were removed from their mother's care by an uncle due to neglect and abuse at
the hands oftleir mother.

The children were neglected and abused both physically and emotionaly by their mother.
Neglect involved being left alone for weeks at a tie, often with no heat, rug water
or electrcity. The children were forbidden to anwer the door or the telephone. They
contiued to go to school until they were so di and disheveled that they were too

embarassed to do so. The chidren were beaten with shoes, cables and hangers, and on
at leas one occasion medical attention was requied for Tamala. .

DHS provided servces for Tamala though Carson Valley Communty Servces, and the
children were placed with the Tuckers though kiship care. Upon hearg of the
situation Tamala's father attempted to establih a relationsp with his daughter.

Eventuly, Tamala and her younger brothers were placed in the home oftheIr maternal
grandfather, ". . in New Jersey. . '" Nas harassed by his daughter,
and later he also abused the chidren and they were removed from his care. Tamala was
placed with her father and stepmother, and her brothers were placed in foster care, where
they remai. Relationships between Tamala, her father and stepmother were not good,

and deteriorated fuer when Tamala's mother began to interfere. On the last day of
Tamala's junor year, her mother showed up at school and persuaded Tamala to retu

with her to Phiadelphia. l fied a missing persons report and hied an

investgator,to fid Tamala. . is reported to have retaied legal cusody of
Tamala.

Tamala wanted to believe that her mother had changed. Ths was not the case and
Tamala was soon workig two jobs and providig ficial support to her mother who

also received disability and welfare payments. The utilities (water and electrcity) were
cut off and Tamala moved fist to the home of a famy frend, and then on May 15 of ths
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year, back to the home of Tamala has ha no contact with her
mother since the incident for which she is charged.

MEDICAL mSTORY
No signcant medical history was reported. Tamala denied any history of psychiatrc
treatment. Famly psychiatrc history is unown, although Tamala reported that her

mother receives disabilty payments for an unown mental condition.

EDUCATIONAL mSTORY
Tamala attended Aèademic Plus School kidergaren though second grade. Thd

though fift grades were completed at Howe Academic Plus SchooL. Six and seventh
grades were completed at Wagner School, and Tamala tranferred to Ada Lewis Middle
School for eighth grade. She entered nith grade at Dobbin High School in
Philadelphia, and then moved to New Jersey where she completed tenth and eleventh
grade at Lindenwold High SchooL Tamala has no history of academic difculties or any
need for special educational servces. Tamala's grades have been consistently good,
priarly A's and B's, despite the neglect and abuse she was subjected to by her mother

and then her grandfather.

DRUG AN ALCOHOL mSTORY
Drug and alcohol abuse was denied. Tamala acknowledged trg marjuana once when
she was foureen years old.

Famy drg and alcohol history is signficant for alcohol dependence in Tamala's
maternal grandmother. Tamala expressed her belief that her mother abuses drgs, but she
has no diect evidence of ths. A 42 year old 'cousin has a drg problem, most likely
heroin. According to Tamala her father smokes marjuana.

ABUSE mSTORY
Tamala has a history of neglect and abuse at the hads of her mother, and then later her

, maternal grandfather. Extended famly members intervened, and Deparent of Human
servces provided assistce and supervsion though kihip care December 2000

though September 2004. Eventuly, the younger children were placed in foster care
where they remai. Tamala noted that she has not seen her brothers (aged twelve and
theen) for two years. She is disappointed about ths, but says that no-one will give her
inormation about their whereabouts or make arangements for her to have visitation with
them. According to Tamala they have been in two foster homes, and have been kept
together. She also noted her belief that their father and their paternal grandmother have
tred to gai custody of them.

Asked about any history of sexual abuse, Tamala became very quiet and looked to the
floor. She said that she did not want to ta about ths, and indicated that ths was in her
pas, and was not ongoing. Her need for privacy was respected, but she was urged to
consider fidig a therapist skiled in ths area to help her.
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