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Reason for Referral

Tama . : is a 17 year-old Afcan-American female who is being processed as a
Direct File Juvenile 'slated for Decertfication. Tamala was arested on May 23,2006 and
charged with Aggravated Assault, PiC, Simple Assault, and REAP.

Tamala : is being referred for a psychological evaluation by his attorney, Michael
J. Lovell, Esq., of the Defender Association of Philadelphia. The inormation contaied in ths
report was obtaied though interews with Tamala; her maternal great-aunt, . l;':.. .,. - : .~;
and review of School Distrct of Philadelphia records.

Famiy History

Tamala . was born to _ '" .; and . in Philadelphia, P A. . ..t
. .. ated thP.Y all lived together for about four month before the relationship ended between

he and '. . ~. . According to Aunt .. ":. ", ~': ., Tamala lived with her thereafer until the

age of thee when she retued to her mother's care. Aunt Darlene explaied she took care of
Tamala so early on because she loved her and wanted her around. Tamala then lived with her
mother until the age of nie when Tamala and her younger sibliE;s were picked up by their uncle
since their mother was.allegedly neglectig and abusing the children.

Tamala descrbed the years she lived with her mother as "terfyg" because she had to

deal with quite a bit of physical and emotional abuse under her supervsion. Tamala expressed
she had been beaten with shoes, cable cords and hangers, and, at least on one occasion, had to go
to the hospita to get stitches on her face. Furer, Tamala described her mother leavig her and
her siblings alone in their home for weeks at a tie. She stated their home was often without
heat, water or electrcity and the children were forbidden from anerig the door or phone.
Tamala went on to say she and her brothers contiued to go to school until their clothes became
too dir and it became too humliatig for them. When ased what her mother was doing durg




