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Confdential Forensic Evaluation

Background Information

Jihad. . is a 17-year old, Afrcan-American male who was referred to ths

examer by the Juvenile Special Defense Unit of the Defender Association of
Phiadelphia He is curently expriencing his intial contat with the adult cour system,
havig been processed as a Dirct File Juvenie. Ths young man was 17 year old when
he was arested on chages of Robbery, Theft, Possession of an Instrent of Crie,

Recklessly Endangerig Another Person, Aggravated Assault, and Violation of the
Uniorm Ar Act Ths aleged offense took place on Marh 30, 2005, and he was
arested the next day. . . .

Jihad was referred for a psychological evaluation by his attorney, Mr. Michael 1.
Lovell, Esq. of the Defender Association of Philadelphia, to assess his cogntive
fuctionig, educationa achievement, his treatment nee, and amenabilty to treatment

as a juvenile.

Procedures

Jihad wa evaluated for approxiately :fve hour on December 29,2005, in the
Offcial Visit Room at the Public Defenders' Offce at 1441 Sanom Street in
Phiadelphia. The subject was advised of the natue of the evaluation, what was being
assessed, and the lits of confdentiality. He agreed to submit to the proceedigs.
Besides a clical evaluaon to asess hi cuent menta sttu, Jih wa administere
the followig inents:

Wechsler Adult Intellgence Scale, Third Editon (to assess cogntive fuctionig);

selected subtests of the Wechsler Individual Achievement Test, Second Edition (to assess
academc fuctionig); the Milon Adolescent Clinical Inventory (to assess peronaty
factors and emotional statu); the Beck Depression Inventory (to screen for depression);
and the Beck Anxiety Inventory (to screen for anety). .

The followig documents were obtaed from the Defenders Association and
were reviewed prior to the examer's meetig with Mr.

(1) Juvenie Special Defense Unit Psychosocial Sumar (12/13/05)

(2) Propert Receipts for Items Recovered from the scene (3/30/05 & 4/29/05)

(3) Commonweath of Pennlvana Searh Wart and Afdavit (4/28/05)
(4) Commonwealth of Pennlvana Wart of Arest & Afdavit of

Probable Cause (4/27/05)
(5) Philadelphia Police Deparent Investgation Intervew Record (3/31/05)

(6) Phiadelphia Police Deparent Investgaton Reprt (5/5/05)

(7) Commonweath of Pennlvana, Philadelphia County Crial

Complait (3/30/05)
(8) Fir Judicial Distct of Pennylvana Preliar Hearg Volume 1

(10/5/05)
(9) Fir Judicial Disct of Pennylvana Pretral Serce Division

Investigation Report (4/28/05)
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(10) Juvenie History Profie (12/13/05)

Client History .

Developmental I Familv History
Accordig to the inormation gathered from the psychosocial history compiled by

Ms. Susan Shachter, BS, and questonnaies :fed out by Jihad, he was the product of a
normal pregncy with no complicatons and no remakale medical history.

Jihad is curently livig with his mother, r : : """''-'''. .9.d ha four older
maternal half-sibligs and two paternal haf-brothers. Jihad's entie famy lived with his
maternal grdmother, ". . -. \mtI he was seven and his parnts separated.

Jihd's father, ~ . " who had been il afer havig a stke when Jih wac;

around two year old, has a reported history of substace abuse. Jihad's mother '
report that J . . was allegedly abusive durg their relationship, and said

dispargig thgs about hi in front of the chidren. Ths was a Soll1'~f" "f ~tress for Jihd
who had a self-descrbed stng sense of loyalty to hi father. . . later remared

.' . :' '-'. ,;,nd moved in with hi thee year later. at which tie Jihad was left to
stay will his grandmother. To date, Jihad and : .) have not developed a
meangf relationship.

rJ ,', "-:-. d.escrbed Jih as being parcularly senitive and as havig a low

frstrtion toleration. She also stated that he has been a slow learer and has been

enrolled in special education classes.
When Jihad was eight years old, -; . ,~went to jai and did not consistently

reenter Jih's life unti he was 13 year old. It wa noted tht without his father's

gudance, Jihad got into more physical altercations. Jihad has also been parcularly
afected by street violence, havig witnessed the shootig death of his best frend and the
shootigs of a cousin and two other frends. Jihad expresses that he is often concerned

about becomig the victi of violence, which wa ultiately the reason he left schooL.

Educational History

Whe in Barett Middle School for 7th and 8th grade, Jihad wa placed in an
emotional support class. Jihd expressed fear about the treatment of the stdents when
being rested and felt tht school wa a dangerous place to be. Jih atended

Audenreid High School f~r 9th gre, and ha to repeat the followig year. In Apri, he

stopped going because he felt lie "he was not gettg anytg positive out of it". Jihad
ha expressed interest in retug at a later date for either his high school diploma or
GED. He would then like to get ajob as a consction worker.

Medical and Psychiatric History

Jih rerted no hiory of any chronic medcal or psychiatrc history and ha

never been on any reguar medication.

Substance Abuse History
.

Jihd reportd a peod of several month when he smoked maua severa
ties pe week. He aleges tht he ha not usd majua in the las 10 month, havig
stopped because it made hi lethgic.
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Juvenile Historv

Jihd's only juvenie arest occurd on May 1, 2004 when he was chaged with

Theft Unauthorized Use of an Auto Vehicle and Crial Consiracy. On July 1, 2004,

he was placed on a consent decree, with restitution and communty servce. Ths curent
charge is Jihad's fist contact with the adult justice system.

Results of Evaluation

Behavioral Observations I Mental Status
Jihd was neatly atted and well-groomed. He was cooperative and outgoing, and

wa motivated though most of the assessment. He was oriented in all four spheres. His
mood was normal and afec was appropriate. There were no sign of either thought or
perceptual distbances. He denied the presence of any thoughts concerng har to
either hiself or others, and expressed no history of suicidal behavior. His concentration

was varable, while his memory and judgment were intact. The examer observed that
Jihd's gat and post were normal, with no evidence of any motor movement disorder.
No visua or auditory problems Were mentioned, nor were any noted durg the session.
His speech was clear and relevant with no sign of dysara (pronunciation problems),
dysprosödy (problems with rate, flow or intonation of speech), or word substtutions.
Thus the examer judges tht the resuts of ths evaluation accurtely reflect his curnt
potential and abilty in a one-on-one sitution.

Intellectual I Cognitive Functionim:i (see Appendix for details)
Jihd wa ivlministered i i subtest of the Wechsler Adult Intellgence Scale-Third

Editon (WAfS-III) from which his IQ and Index scores were derived. The Full Scale IQ
is the aggregate of the Verbal and Performce scores and is usally considered to be the
most representative measur of g, or global intellectu fuctionig. Jihad's genera

cogntive abilty is in the Low A vere rage of intellectu fuctionig, as meas by
the Wechsler Adult Intellgence Scale -Third Editon (WAfS-II. His overa thinking and
reasonig abilties exceed those of approxiately 10% of adults his age (FSIQ = 81; 95%

Confdence Interval = 77-85).
The Veral score is a meas of acuied knowledge, veral reonig, and

comprehension of verbal inormaton. His verbal reasonig abilties, as measurd by the
Verbal IQ, are in the Low Average rage and above those of approxiately 21.0% of his
pe~ (VIQ = 88, 95% Confdence Interal = 83:-93). On the verbal reasonig subtests,
Jih obtaed his highest score(s) on the Similarties subtes(s). His peormance on ths
subtest diers signcantly frm his Verbal subtest mean score an suggest that ths is

the area of most pronounced stengt in Jih's pro:fle of verbal reasonig abilties.
The Performance score provides an indication of an individua's nonverbal

renig, spatal processig sks, attntivenes to deta and vi-motor integration.

His nonverbal reasnig abilties, as measd by the Performce IQ, ar in the
Borderlie rage and better th those of approxiately 6.0% of his peers (PIQ = 77,
95% Confdence Interval = 72-85). On the nonverbal reasonig taks, Jih obtaed his

highes score s) on the Pictue Arrangement subtest( s) and his lowes score s) on the
Block Design and Digit-Sbol Coding subtes(s). In Jih's profie of nonverbal
reasonig abilties, his performance across these areas diers signcantly and suggest
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tht these are areas of relative strengt and weakess, respectively. His weak
performance on the Block Design and Digit-Symbol Coding subtest(s) is below that of
most of his peer.

Although he performed signficantly better on verbal reasonig tasks than on
nonverbal reasonig tasks, such differences in performce are not very unusual amongadults in genera. .
Academic Functioning
Reading: Jjhad performed comparbly on taks tht requied hi to read sentences and
paragraphs and anwer questons about what was read (Reading Comprehension
stadard score = 78) and correctly read a seres of prited words (Word Reading

stadard score = 75). His performance on Reading Comprehension and Word Reading
is with the Borderline range. His skis on these taks exceed that of only

approximately 7% and 5% , respectively, of individuas his age.

Mathematics: Jihd's skills in mathematics ar diver and may not be adequtely
suarzed by a single number. He performed much higher on taks that evaluated his
abilty to add, subtract, multiply, and divide one-to thee-digit numbers, fractions, and

deèimals; and solve simple linear equations (Numerical Operations stadard score = 75)
th on ta tht requied hi to underd numbe, consumer math concepts,

geometrc measurment, basic grphs, and solve single-step and multi-step word
problems (Math Reasoning stadad score = 60). Because of ths varabilty in his
performance, the Mathematics Composite stadard score (64) may not be the best
summary of his over ski in mathematcs. Jih's sks in Math Reasoning are

with the Extemely Low rage and better th those of only approxitely 0.4% of
individuas his age. His Numerical Operations subtest score is above that of .

approxiately 5% of his peers, placing these skills in the Borderlie rage.

Discrepancies Between Aptitue and Achievement
Jihd's scores on the WIT-II were compar to the level of achievement predicted for a
individua with his general cogntive abilty, as indicated by his Full Scale IQ score of 81
on the W AIS-III admstered 12/29/2005. Sign:fcant differences between actu and
predicted achievement scores ar reported in ths secon.

Word Reading (actu stdard score = 75) and Reading Comprehension (actu

stadad score = 78) are areas of diculty for Jihad. The dierence between Jihad's

act and predicted scores on the Word Reading subtes (12 points) is signcat, and

indicates a specifc weakess in ta tht requi hi to correctly read a series of
prited words. For the Reading Comprehension subtest the discrepancy between his
actu and predcted scores (9 points) is also signcant, suggestg a specifc weakess
in taks th requid Jih to read sentence and parhs and anwer quesons about
what wa read.

Jih displays diculty with achievement in mathematics. He performed much

lower on the Mathematics Composite (actu score = 64) th expected for an individua

with his genera cogntive abilty (predicted score = 85). The dierence betee hi
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